Wildfire Evacuations are Measured in Minutes, Not Hours.

When evacuation orders are delayed, the consequences can be catastrophic: limited escape routes, increased civilian entrapment, and heightened risk for both the public and first responders. In many post-incident investigations, one critical question emerges:

Was the evacuation order issued in a timely and reasonable manner based on available information?

I’ve increasingly been contacted to assess incident command decisions relating to evacuation orders in the aftermath of wildfire incidents—specifically examining whether the timing, communication, and decision-making aligned with accepted standards and available intelligence at the time.

From a legal perspective, delayed or poorly communicated evacuation orders may raise concerns about:

Life and Health Safety (to Citizens and Responders)
Situational awareness and command decision-making
Adherence to established wildfire response protocols
Communication breakdowns between agencies
Public warning system effectiveness/ineffectiveness

In complex wildfire litigation, these factors can become central to determining whether actions, or inaction, meet industry recognized standards and practices.

As a Fire & EMS Expert Witness, I analyze incident timelines, command decisions, and operational standards to help attorneys understand what happened, why it happened, and whether it aligned with accepted practices.

If your case involves wildfire response, evacuation timing, or command-level decision-making, I’m available to assist.

