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Burn injury litigation involves complex medical issues and profound long-term consequences for
all parties involved. Whether representing a plaintiff seeking fair compensation or a defendant
evaluating the scope of alleged damages, selecting the right plastic-surgery burn-reconstruction
expert witness is essential. The right expert brings credibility, objectivity, and clinical depth to the
courtroom while providing clear, evidence-based medical analysis.

Key Qualifications to Evaluate

When vetting a burn reconstruction expert, attorneys should confirm the following:

» Board certification in plastic surgery from the American Board of Plastic Surgery

» Residency training and advanced experience in reconstructive surgery and burn injury
management

» Active membership in recognized organizations such as the American Burn Association

= Substantial clinical experience with scar revision, contracture release, and skin graft
procedures

* Familiarity with the full continuum of burn care — from acute stabilization through long-term
rehabilitation

These qualifications help ensure that the expert can reliably and objectively evaluate both the
medical care provided and the long-term reconstructive implications of burn injuries.



Courtroom Effectiveness Matters

Medical expertise is only valuable if it can be communicated clearly. Whether assisting plaintiff
counsel in explaining the medical impact of severe burns or helping defense counsel evaluate
the appropriateness of treatment decisions, the expert must explain complex surgical
procedures in plain language.

Jurors and judges are not surgeons. A qualified expert must translate complicated medical
concepts into understandable testimony, present objective opinions with confidence, and remain
composed under cross-examination. Clear and balanced communication strengthens the
expert's credibility and the reliability of the testimony.
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About Dr. Thomas J. Zaydon

Dr. Thomas J. Zaydon brings more than 20 years of plastic surgery experience to expert witness
consultation. He earned his medical degree from Drexel University College of Medicine with
special honors and served as chief resident in plastic surgery at Louisiana State University.

Currently practicing at the Plastic Surgery Institute of Miami, Dr. Zaydon is certified by the
American Board of Plastic Surgery, is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, and
maintains active membership in both the American Society of Plastic Surgeons and the
American Burn Association.

Dr. Zaydon’s nationwide experience reviewing medical liability cases enables him to provide
objective medical analysis for both plaintiff and defense counsel. For plaintiff attorneys, he can
help explain the reconstructive needs and long-term medical implications associated with
severe burn injuries. For defense attorneys, he can evaluate whether treatment decisions met
accepted standards of care and whether claimed damages or projected procedures are
medically supported. In all cases, his opinions are grounded in active clinical practice and
professional neutrality.

Why Expert Testimony Is Indispensable

Severe burn injuries often involve long-term medical considerations, including permanent
scarring, functional limitations, multiple reconstructive procedures, and extended rehabilitation.

For plaintiff attorneys, expert testimony can help the court understand the full scope of medical
treatment, long-term reconstructive needs, and the potential impact of burn injuries on a
patient's quality of life.

For defense attorneys, expert analysis can evaluate whether the medical care provided met
accepted standards, whether additional procedures are medically necessary, and whether
projected future costs are supported by clinical evidence.

Objective expert testimony helps ensure that courts and juries receive a clear and accurate
understanding of the medical facts, supporting fair and informed decision-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does a burn reconstruction expert witness do?
A burn reconstruction expert reviews medical records, evaluates surgical and treatment
decisions, and provides professional opinions on burn care standards, reconstructive

procedures, and a patient’s long-term medical needs. Their analysis may support either the
plaintiff or the defense counsel, depending on the case.



Can a burn reconstruction expert witness serve both plaintiff and defense cases?
Yes. A qualified expert provides objective, evidence-based opinions regardless of which side
retains them. Their role is to evaluate the medical facts and provide professional analysis fo
help the court understand complex medical issues.

Why is a plastic surgeon important in burn injury cases?

Plastic surgeons specialize in the reconstructive procedures often required after severe burns.
Their expertise helps courts understand both the treatment performed and the medical
necessity of potential future reconstructive procedures.

What qualifications should a burn reconstruction expert witness have?

A qualified expert should hold board certification in plastic surgery, have extensive clinical
experience treating burn injuries, and maintain active membership in recognized professional
surgical organizations such as the American Burn Association.

How does expert testimony support burn injury litigation?

Expert testimony explains complex medical procedures and assesses whether the standard of
care was met. Plaintiff attorneys may rely on this testimony to establish the medical impact and
future treatment needs associated with burn injuries. In contrast, defense attorneys may use
expert analysis to assess the appropriateness of care and the medical support for claimed
damages.
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