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Recognizing Tree Hazards

Codominant branch unions with bark
inclusions are likely to fail under
normal weather conditions.

wood fibers fail across the woodgrains.
Shear plane cracks are a sign of
previous failures and decay.

Widow Makers are dead
branches or limbs that can
cause harm or damage.

Abrupt bends in limbs may be
indicative of internal decay and poor
limb structure.

Perennial or target canker is an area
of local decay and weakness.

Pruning or branch failure wounds
with no wound closure or new

@/ growth are indicators of internal decay.

Epicormic sprouts, also known as
Dead branches, leaves or needles “suckers” or “water sprouts” that

are signs of root decay. @/ occur near an area of wounding are
often associated with decay.

Response growths are unique bulges
or sunken bark patterns that can indicate
internal decay.

Tamper of limbs and trunks.

Openings and hollows are signs of
significant decay.

Stem girdling roots can cause trunk
and root decay and tree failure.

Fungal fruiting bodies or oozing
liquids indicate decay.

Soil cracking and heaving of the
ground when a tree’s root system is
unstable

Damaged tree roots that can cause
uprooted trees.

Mr. Webber is a Register Consulting Arborist, Board Certified Master Arborist, and a
Certified Professional Horticulturist with over 45 years of relevant professional experience.

Mr. Webber provides investigations, reports, and testimony in matters related to tree
condition, maintenance, and removal. His expertise includes the management of nursery,
arboricultural, agricultural, landscaping operations, pesticide use, appraisals of crop, tree,
and plant damage, and an assortment of horticultural issues. Mr. Webber is an admitted
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