To Interested Attorneys and Legal Professionals,
Thank you for your consideration of my services as a medical expert consultant and expert witness.
I am a board-certified Emergency Medicine physician, Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine at the University of Washington, and nationally and internationally experienced medical-legal consultant with more than two decades of experience practicing in high-acuity emergency departments, trauma centers, tertiary-care referral hospitals, government systems, and academic medical centers. My training includes medical school at the University of Washington, Emergency Medicine residency at Yale–New Haven Hospital, and fellowship training in International Emergency Medicine through Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School, where I also served as a Clinical Instructor while earning a Master of Public Health from the Harvard School of Public Health.
I maintain active clinical practice at Harborview Medical Center, one of the busiest Level I trauma centers in the United States, as well as the University of Washington Medical Center (UWMC) and the Puget Sound Veterans Administration system. UWMC is consistently rated the top hospital in Washington State and serves as a highly specialized tertiary-care cancer and transplant center at the forefront of advanced medical technology and complex surgical care. The institution manages more than 500 LVAD patients, has one of the nation’s oldest and most experienced lung transplant populations with excellent long-term outcomes, and has historically been a leader in advanced cardiac technologies, including early implantation programs for total artificial hearts. My practice includes complex emergency medicine, trauma, critical care, sepsis, stroke, psychiatric emergencies, emergency procedures, airway management, EMS systems, disaster medicine, emergency department operations, and systems-based medical care. In addition to my clinical responsibilities, I have substantial experience in healthcare administration, public health, disaster preparedness, operational leadership, physician supervision, and medical education at the hospital, health-system, regional, national, and international levels.
I provide expert consultation in civil, criminal, arbitration, and administrative matters involving emergency medicine standard of care, causation, systems failures, trauma care, critical care, emergency department operations, psychiatric emergencies, informed consent, EMTALA, disability and impairment, emergency procedures, and complex multi-system medical cases. My experience includes both plaintiff and defense representation, which I believe provides an important balanced perspective regarding standards of care, causation analysis, case strengths and weaknesses, and real-world litigation dynamics. My opinions are grounded in active frontline clinical practice rather than purely retrospective academic review.
I am truly an academic physician who, toward the later stages of my career, has intentionally chosen to pursue more expert witness work both for the intellectual challenge and as a way to supplement an anticipated gradual reduction in clinical workload over the next decade while still utilizing and maintaining active clinical skills. Medical-legal consulting currently constitutes only approximately 10% of my professional income, allowing me to remain grounded primarily in active clinical and academic practice rather than dependent upon expert witness work as a primary source of revenue.
My work product reflects not only medical knowledge, but also the maturity, judgment, and gravitas that come from decades of real-world responsibility in high-risk medical environments. Attorneys retaining my services are not simply hiring a physician to review records; they are retaining an experienced academic emergency physician who actively supervises trainees, manages critically ill patients, understands healthcare systems operationally, and communicates complex medical concepts clearly and credibly to judges, arbitrators, juries, and opposing experts.
My fee structure reflects the depth of my training, the breadth of my experience, the demands on my time, and the level of preparation and analysis I bring to each case. In high-stakes litigation, particularly in emergency medicine and trauma-related matters, the quality, credibility, judgment, and presentation of an expert witness can materially affect case evaluation, negotiation strategy, and trial outcomes. As in most professional endeavors, clients generally receive what they pay for.
At the same time, I am thoughtful regarding litigation costs and intentionally structure my review process to maximize efficiency and value. I maintain a highly selective medical-legal practice, accepting approximately 40% of matters offered for full expert review. This selectivity allows me to devote substantial personal attention, detailed analysis, responsiveness, and preparation to the cases I accept. I am also experienced in conducting focused preliminary reviews to help counsel assess case merit before substantial litigation costs are incurred. Where appropriate, I selectively utilize artificial intelligence and attorney-provided administrative support to reduce billed hours and improve efficiency while maintaining personal oversight and independent professional judgment regarding all substantive medical analysis and opinions.
I appreciate your consideration and would be pleased to discuss whether my background and expertise may be helpful in evaluating your case.
Sincerely,
Stephen C. Morris, MD, MPH
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine
University of Washington

