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Several driving forces propel someone to commit murder. Where greed, lust, and hatred represent just a few of those contributors, domestic-related murders remain to be an issue form a national perspective. Much has transitioned since criminological professionals started studying domestic-related murders and their motives. The statistics reflect the reality of this violence and causes us to beg the question of whether a new and more innovative policing approach can reduce these incidences.   

The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) has published recent statistics concerning domestic violence and how it relates to homicide investigations. First, reflecting the prevalence of domestic violence correlating to overall murders, the NCADV indicates that “1 in 3 female murder victims and 1 in 20 male murder victims are killed by intimate partners.”1 The NCADV also recognized that “[a] study of intimate partner homicides found 20% of victims were family members or friends of the abused partner, neighbors, persons who intervened, law enforcement responders, or bystanders.”1  Additionally, “72% of all murder-suicides are perpetrated by intimate partners.”1 Finally, the NCADV posits that “94% of murder-suicide victims are female.”1 Based on these statistics, it is evident that domestic violence remains a significant contributing factor to murder rates in the United States.  

In 2011, Teri Walker examined a comprehensive publication by Katherine van Wormer and Albert R. Roberts titled Death by Domestic Violence: Preventing the Murders and Murder-Suicides. The book addresses the issue of domestic violence in homicide and homicide-suicide cases through an interdisciplinary social science perspective2 and potentially proves to be a valuable resource for domestic violence investigators. Walker notes that “[t]he book is based on a harm reduction model that ‘emphasizes the importance of the collection and dissemination of information, the identiﬁcation of persons at risk, a preventive rather than curative or after-the-fact approach, and program development’ (x).”2  

Walker’s summation of the book explains how this resource “begins with a quick overview of domestic violence, including the biological roots of aggression, the psychological aspects of fatal battering, the social forces that contribute to partner murder, and motivational differences between men and women who kill their intimate partners.”2 The book is further divided into three parts: (1) The Psychology of Life Threatening Abuse; (2) The Sociology of Domestic Violence; and (3) Prevention.2 Where Parts I and II focus on the psychological and sociological aspects of domestic violence, Part III centers on preventative measures extending from family to professionals. Walker notes that “much of the book serves as a guideline to victims, their families or close friends, health care workers, law enforcement personnel, and social services.”2 This book may be of interest to those professionals working with domestic violence cases.  

While Wormer and Robert’s publication brings about a greater understanding of domestic violence, a more recent study by Butto explores avenues of change for these cases. Collectively, Butto notes, “[o]n the front end, current laws allow perpetrators of domestic violence to continue possessing firearms, putting their partners at even greater risk of escalating violence. On the back end, when those offenders tragically use those firearms to kill their intimate partner partners, prosecutors are handcuffed by current criminal law—constrained from bringing first-degree murder charges because obtaining convictions under that doctrine is nearly impossible.”3 What is Butto’s solution? “[B]y taking guns out of homes of abusive relationships and ensuring that patterns of coercive control and violence that lead to murder are not ignored.”3 Of interest, Butto finds that in a 2015 poll approximately 82% of Americans would support laws prohibiting the purchase of a gun by those convicted of stalking or domestic violence crimes.3By this process, Butto suggests the number of domestic violence incidences can be reduced.   

One trend in this direction of helping unhandcuff prosecutors comes from North Carolina and the passage of Britny’s Law. This law addresses the ability of the prosecutor to bring about premeditated murder charges due to the on-going and cyclical violence brought to the victim by the perpetrator. More specifically, “Britny’s Law changes this classification by allowing the government to allege premeditation—a required element of first-degree murder—if the defendant has been previously convicted of domestic violence or a related crime against the same victim.”3 Butto further notes that the legal premise of Britny’s Law does need to be reigned in slightly to become more in alignment with the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause.3  

Butto proposes two options to reduce domestic violence murders. These proposals include: (1) targeting the guns of domestic abusers; and (2) introduce the domestic violence-murder doctrine into the criminal law where it is conspicuously absent.3 In targeting the guns of domestic abusers, research has demonstrated that authorities restricting access to firearms through temporary restraining orders reduces domestic-violence murders.3 Butto further suggests that federal laws should be introduced to bring temporary restraining orders under firearm seizure laws,3 permitting authorities to confiscate firearms before conviction is assigned. Concerning the introduction of domestic violence-murder doctrine, Butto contends “[t]o bring domestic violence homicide more explicitly in line with criminal law, the Model Penal Code should be updated to include a clause that specifies that ‘a jury shall be permitted to presume that a murder is willful, deliberate, and premeditated if the perpetrator had previously been the subject of a restraining order or order of protection procedure by the victim in a case related to domestic violence.’”3  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Domestic violence murders have been an issue that has plagued our society for many years. Some federal and state laws are already turning towards adaptations for addressing the issue and have seen some success with their efforts. However, many contingencies remain with the proposals recommended by Butto—primarily, the legal matter of the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause as it pertains to the confiscation of guns and the presumption of premeditation in cases of first-degree murder. As these laws evolve, legal minds will wrestle with these concepts and forge the precedents that will govern the investigator’s actions. Until then, investigators must contend with the aftermath of domestic violence murders.     
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