Badia Ontra
919 Merritt St., Bridgeport, CT, 06606
203-545-3276   buddy@bostonect.com                                              https://www.linkedin.com/in/buddy-ontra-0229bb25/
Summary
Working with natural and engineered stone since 1982. Mostly as countertop fabricator with 5 years of commercial installation experience mixed in. Owned a high end primarily single-family residential countertop fabrication shop from 2005 through 2024. Accredited by the Natural Stone Institute (NSI) since 2016. Facilitated fabricator education since 2011 at domestic and international trade shows and regional NSI Stone Summits.
Skills
Leadership                                                                                                                                                 Fabricator Safety                                                                                                                                       Technical Stone Expertise
Facilitation of Education and Training

Professional Experience                                                                                                           Consultant/Management                                                                                                                  Bostone. Bridgeport, CT
October 2024 – Present   
Sharing my 40+ years of experience                                                                                     Fabricator consultation-safety training, shop efficiency                                                   Management of complex natural stone projects                                                                    Expert consultation within and outside the stone industry
Owner/Operator
Ontra Stone Concepts. Bridgeport, CT 
August 2005– December 2024                                                                                                                
Owned and managed residential countertop fabrication/installation shop                                Achieved NSI Accreditation in 2016

Fabrication/Installation Manager
Maselli Marble. Hamden CT
August 1986-November 2005 

Production manager of a stone fabrication/installation facility

Union-Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen- Stone Setter
Continental Marble and Granite. Houston, TX
February 1982-May 1986
Moliterno Stone Erectors. Bridgeport, CT
October 1988-December 1989	

Installation of natural stone pavers and cladding on commercial projects
Education
Berkshire School 1981
Volunteer History                                                                                                                              Connecticut Department of Corrections                                                                                          Several Correctional facilities in CT                                                                                                   August 2002-December 2011
	Regularly facilitated recovery meetings for incarcerated men
Greater Bridgeport Council of Churches                                                                                              East End Baptist Tabernacle Church, Bridgeport CT                                                                       April 2013-September 2018
Worked at weekly supper program preparing and distributing meals to those in need
[bookmark: _Hlk214031807]Natural Stone Institute Board of Directors                                                                                          NSI, Oberlin, OH                                                                                                                                       January 2016-January 2024
Includes service on executive committee 2020-2023                                                               Service on various committees-Membership, Safety, Education, RISE,  Accreditation Commission, Sustainability                                                                                                                             One term, 2022, as President                                                                                                   2022 Person of the Year                                                                                                              Member Mentor 2013-present
Natural Stone Foundation Board of Directors                                                                                    NSI, Oberlin, OH                                                                                                                          January2024---Present
[bookmark: _Hlk204612065]Publications                                                                                                                              Author-                                                                                                                                                        “Stone World” Magazine                                                                                                                           “Proper Jobsite Behavior for Fabricators”  December 2013                                                                  “Safety on the Jobsite” October 2014
Mentions/Transcriptions/Interviews/Articles About                                                                              “Stone World” Magazine                                                                                                                            follow the link-  https://www.stoneworld.com/search?q=ontra      
Industry Education Attendance/Speaker/Facilitator                                                                                  2011-Present--A frequent speaker, facilitator, moderator, and presenter at the domestic stone industry trade shows---StonExpo/TISE and Coverings.                                                               Topics--many Fabricator/Installer forums. Family business forums. “State of the Stone Industry panels. Safety panels. Social media. Overall, a speaker, panelist, moderator or presenter at over fifty sessions at these three yearly expositions.                                                                                        Speaker at 2017 Xiamen Stone fair in China.                                                                                               Speaker at the 2018 Vitoria Stone Fair in Brazil.                                                                         Marmomac, Verona, Italy, 2021-2024—various panels.                                                                                    MIA (2006-2017)/NSI (2018-present) Regional Stone Summits (with Stone World magazine)—Attended over twenty-five, speaker, panelist, and/ or moderator. Lead facilitator at six.                                                                                                                                                               NSI Silica and Slab Handling Safety Certificate Instructor—Taught over ten sessions resulting in 230 plus recipients of the S&SHS Certificate.                                                                                        2020-present--Multiple on-line education panels as an attendee, panelist, and facilitator. 2013-present—CEU speaker/facilitator for the design/build community. Over fifty CEU sessions                                                                                                                                                          2025 ISFA (International Surfaces Fabricators Association) Conference—Facilitated “Safety in the Shop-What You Should Know” session addressing OSHA, Silica, and Slab Handling
       Many more….
Certifications & Training                                                                                 ISO 45001:2018 Lead Auditor - Occupational Health & Safety Certification 
[bookmark: _Hlk204609406]Natural Stone Institute (formerly Marble Institute of America) Residential Fabricator Accreditation—2016 to present                                                                                                                   OSHA 10 2006                                                                                                                                                       ConnOSHA voluntary inspections of my business 2016, 2019, 2023
NSI/MIA online trainings--                                                                                                                       CEU speaker refresher--2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021, 2023, 2025                                          Safe Slab Handling Overview 2015, 2018, 2020, 2023                                                           Overview of Installation Safety 2014, 2018, 2020, 2023                                                        Creating a Stone Industry Safety Program 2015, 2020, 2023                                                          No Place For Complacency—Keep Safety Active 2020, 2023                                                                  Safety Excellence with OSHA’s SHARP Program 2023                                                  Requirements for Personal Protection Equipment 2017, 2020, 2023                                 Silicosis: An Industry Guide to Awareness and Prevention 2020, 2023                                  Silica Exposure & Employee Safety 2020, 2023                                                               Implementing a Silica Exposure Control Plan 2020, 2023                                                           OSHA Voluntary On-Site Consultation 2023                                                                                        Safe Slab Handling: Slings and Clamps 2020, 2023                                                                            Safe Slab Handling: Overhead Cranes 2020, 2023                                                                               Safe Slab Handling: Flatbed Trucks 2020, 2023                                                                                      Safe Slab Handling: Containers 2020, 2023                                                                                         Safe Slab Handling: Forklifts 2020, 2023                                                                                                  Safe Slab Handling: Employee & Customer Training 2020, 2023                                                         Safe Slab Handing: Fall Shadow 2020, 2023                                                                                      Silica & Slab Safety Certificate 2023, 2024-Over 10 times as I was an instructor to over 230                                               recipients throughout 2024                                                                                                                       
Many more….
References
Available upon request.
