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Questions Answered

Through scientific analysis, we can help you 
answer pertinent questions such as: 
 

•  Where did the fire start and what was 
its cause? 

•  Was the building wiring adequate?   
•  What precautions could have been 

taken to prevent this explosion? 
•  What damage was caused by the fire 

and what was caused by other events?  
ples

Aquarium Fire: 
 

A pet store sold a “complete” aquarium 
to a homeowner, including setup and 
periodic maintenance.  There was a fire and 
we were hired to determine the cause of the 
fire.  We discovered that the homeowner 
had used electrical cables specifically NOT 
rated for use in a damp environment, and 
that one of these cables caused the fire. 
This demonstrated that neither the aquarium 
installation nor the aquarium products were 
defective and the fire was a result of the 
Plaintiff’s own improper actions.   
Circuit Breaker Explosion: 
 

A man was exposed to 4000 amps when 
he accidentally dropped his screwdriver into 
a live industrial electrical panel.  When this 
happened, several metal parts in the circuit 
box vaporized causing an explosion.  Initially, 
he was thought to have suffered an electric 
shock.  Our investigation revealed that his 
injuries had all been caused by secondary 
explosions.  He was not hurt directly by the 
electricity in any way.  This information was 
needed to show that the wiring installation 
was not sufficiently grounded.   
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