














n  Some “specialists” viewed RCGs either through the prism of 
organized crime models or as a new manifestation of a 
“national security” threat.   

n  In Russia, the term “mafiya” [мафия] is used in every day 
language to refer to the members of the country’s ruling/
business elite (previously, it meant Communist party officials).  
Also used for criminal groups is “Bratva” [Братва] -- 
slang for "brotherhood“. 

n  In 1993, the Russian Ministry for Internal Affairs (MVD) 
estimated there were 5,000 RCGs in the country the 
membership of which was believed to be approximately 
100,000.  Their members largely operated locally, although 
some engaged in int’l financial crimes and killings abroad.  

n  March 2010, a story appearing in the journal “Nasha Versiya” 
stated that there were approximately 300,000 RCG members 
operating abroad – although others put the figure at closer to 
500,000.  Query: who is doing the counting and whom is being 
counted? 





n  Oleg Deripaska seeks larger stake in Australian the bauxite business 
customers (17 April 2010, Weekend Australian (Finance). 

n  The Federal Police says the majority of cyber crime committed in Australia is 
driven by Russian organized crime gang.  For example,   Cyber attacks of 
Multibet website and cyber extortion via Telstra's Alice Springs network   (17 
August 2009, ABC Transcript and (9 September 2009, ABC Premium News). 

n  Money laundering through real estate apparently on Gold Coast (22 April 
2008, The Australian), as well as Sydney and Melbourne (Professor James 
Finckenaur, formerly with US DoJ’s Nat’l Institute of Justice). 

n  Of the 200 large Australian and New Zealand organizations surveyed, 43% 
ranked cyber risks as their greatest worry, ahead of traditional crimes, 
terrorism and natural disasters combined. (25 February 2008, Canberra 
Times). 

n  Credit card fraud traced to Russian mobsters is on the rise (9 September 
2007, The Sunday Mail). 

n  Fed: The Russian mafia is Australia’s biggest security threat (22 November 
2000, AAP General News (Australia)).   Is there too much hype? 



















n  (a) “Organized criminal group” shall mean a structured 
group of three or more persons, existing for a period of 
time and acting in concert with the aim of committing one 
or more serious crimes or offences established in 
accordance with this Convention, in order to obtain, 
directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit; 

n  (b) “Serious crime” shall mean conduct constituting an 
offence punishable by a maximum deprivation of liberty of 
at least four years or a more serious penalty; 

n  (c) “Structured group” shall mean a group that is not 
randomly formed for the immediate commission of an 
offence and that does not need to have formally defined 
roles for its members, continuity of its membership or a 
developed structure; 

n  (d) “Property” shall mean assets of every kind, whether 
corporeal or incorporeal, movable or immovable, tangible 
or intangible, and legal documents or instruments 
evidencing title to, or interest in, such assets; 








