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 Worker said he hurt back 'imtaﬂing loo

Argument in toilet case -
doesn't flush with jury -

The porcelain commode -
was Introduced as evidence
and placed in front of the
Jury, where it sat for the
better part of a week.

By LAURENCE HABIMATK
THE RUANOKE TIMES
" How much torque does it take
to tip a toilet?
Thet wes the $1.7 million
qwmunn that led to.two years of
litigntion, ' five days of courtroom

" testimony and three hours of

dﬂlbuulmby:}mmm

 Ciroult Court, -

The case was pbout Bbttur
Combs” back, how he hurt it, and
whether 1t was the fault of Norfolk
Southern Corp. ;

Combs, at the time n ehest-’
metal worker for the rallroad,
clatmed in 8 Jawsult agalnst Nor-

mmﬂmmmu

ﬁ]l:lundl of
ng blasofl. “If somecne, told me
thaet turning a commode’ on its
side gmrlm more ‘force on

someohe’s ‘spine than blasting

them off the surface of the earth, 1
would have to raise my eyebrows
and wonder if their caleulations
were correct,” said Schoeck, a

biomechanleal enginesr at Vir-~

ginta Tech.

Cranwell sought to discredit
Schneck with sarcasm, calling him
“the smartest man in the world.”

“1 bet he could figure oul how
to spin that commode 15 times,
flip it up in the air and cateh i in

disc while -turning & purmll.h'
commode on lta slde, He and:
another worker had been esalgned

" tobulld a tempiate for the bottan

of the new commode, which was,
¢ be installed in the railroad's
executive car. (The only Norfolk
Southern’ car with a l.oﬂ:et. :
lawyer noted.): | ot

When his cu-wnrker wad
‘switched to another job, Coimba
testified, he was foreed to go @t
alone and wrenched his back

swhile moving the-tollet as t sat on -
& workbench, B

It sounded simple, but thllt
was before the lawyers Iu}
imvolved.

Richard Cranwell, & \"Inwn
leginlator -and Comba': lawyer,.

called an expert witnesa who used:

& ‘complicated formula to show

that the way Combs tipped the 82:

pound commede, It ‘exerted 1,400

Bul‘. thl d:mull hld hun
done. Comba, who ‘wanted 81,7

:E”-'muum-. for lost wages and pair and
suffering, went home with' noth-

ing. Friday night, the jury nued

- that Hurfdk Swthum w'll ok
ﬁptul h more
-endure’ dur.

William mr ﬂn wﬂ:-
the railroad, ]md .argued. that
Combs contributed to’ his own
injury by handling the tollet in an
ursafe way. Poff apologized to the
Jjury for having to spend all week
listening to mind- testi-
mony about semething that
seemed 50 simple at first. :
“Because someone unfortu-
- nately got hurt doing something
that was not smart, we have made
this into something ol greal com-
plexity,” he said.
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