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EDUCATION: 
 
Ph.D. California School of Professional Psychology, San Diego, CA 

Clinical Psychology - December 1988 
M.A.  California School of Professional Psychology, San Diego, CA 

Clinical Psychology - June 1985 
M.A.  Merrill-Palmer Institute, Detroit, MI 

Child & Family Studies - August 1980 
B.S. Grand Valley State Colleges, Allendale, MI 

Social Relations - June 1979 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 
Private Practice, Clinical & Forensic Psychology. 4/94 - present. 
Conduct evaluations for child custody & parenting time disputes, visitation resistance and 
refusal, allegations of sexual abuse, criminal responsibility, competency to stand trial, & other 
legal issues. Provide expert witness testimony & attorney consultation. Provide individual, 
marital & family therapy to adolescents & adults. 
 
Maple Clinic, Birmingham, MI. Independent Contractor/Private Practice. 8/91 - 4/94. 
Provided individual, marital & family therapy to children, adolescents & adults. Conducted 
psychological evaluations for diagnostic & treatment planning purposes as well as for child 
custody & parenting time disputes, allegations of sexual abuse, pre-sentencing and Social 
Security disability determinations, & personal injury & Workers’ compensation matters. 
 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Pontiac, MI. Psychologist. 7/91 - 3/93. 
Conducted psychological evaluations of children, adolescents & adults in day-treatment & in-
patient psychiatric as well as substance abuse programs. Provided individual & group therapy to 
adults in day-treatment program. Provided supervision and conducted seminars on therapy, 
psychological testing and professional ethics for pre-doctoral & Master’s level graduate 
psychology students. 
 
Community Health Care Plan, New Haven, CT. Psychologist. 9/87 - 6/91. 
Provided individual & marital therapy to adolescents & adults. Conducted psychological 
evaluations of adults. Consulted with primary care physicians regarding patient mental health 
needs. 
 
Charles Bruder, Ph.D., P. C., New Haven, CT. Psychotherapist. 7/87 - 8/87. 
Provided individual & marital therapy to adolescents & adults. 
 
Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, CT. Pre-Doctoral Psychology Fellow.  7/86 - 
6/87. 



Provided outpatient individual & marital therapy to adults as well as individual & group therapy 
to adults in day-treatment and in-patient psychiatric programs. Conducted psychological 
evaluations of adults in day-treatment & in-patient psychiatric programs. 
 
Mid-City Community Clinic, San Diego, CA. Psychology Intern. 9/84 - 6/85. 
Provided individual therapy to adolescents and adults on an outpatient basis. 
 
People for Youth, Inc., Enfield, CT. Drug & Alcohol Counselor. 9/82 - 8/83. 
Provided outpatient individual & family therapy to adolescents & adults with primary substance 
abuse &/or alcohol problems. Developed & conducted presentations for middle and high school 
students on the effects of drugs & alcohol. 
 
Glenn Hirsch, M. D., P. C., Bryan, TX. Psychotherapist. 1/82 - 6/82. 
Co-led group therapy with hospitalized adolescents & adults. 
 
Greenleaf Hospital, Bryan, TX. Chemical Dependency Counselor. 6/81 - 12/81. 
Provided individual, group & family therapy to adolescents & adults on an in-patient 
alcohol/substance abuse unit. Children’s Counselor. 1/81 - 6/81. Provided individual & family 
therapy to children, adolescents & their parents on an in-patient psychiatric unit. 
 
Children’s Center of Wayne County, Detroit, MI. Child & Family Studies Intern. 1/80 - 6/80. 
Provided individual therapy on an outpatient basis to children & adolescents. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 

• “Change of Domicile Cases: Move or Stay – Either Way There is Hell to Pay.” Family 
Court Forum. 06/10/05. 

• “Early Diagnosis of Mental Illness in Children and Adolescents.” Oakland County 
Juvenile Court. 06/11/04. 

• “Competency to Stand Trial, Criminal Responsibility and Culpability.” Macomb County 
Bar Association. 11/03/03. 

• “Parenting Coordination: Does it Work?” Michigan Inter-Professional Association, 
10/16/03. 

• “How to Use Psychological Tests Appropriately in Child Custody Evaluations.”  State Bar 
of Michigan, Family Law Section, 03/11/99. 

• “Helping Children & Parents Cope with Divorce.” Oakland County Juvenile Court, 
12/18/98. 

• “Helping Children Cope with Divorce.” Oakland County S.M.I.L.E. Program, 10/19/98. 
• “Autonomy in Vulnerable Populations.” Michigan Ethics Resource Network Annual 

Meeting, 05/01/98. 
• “Uncommon Sense: Does the Evidence Support What We Think We Know About Child 

Custody?” American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers Annual Meeting, 04/30/98. 
• “Evaluating Allegations of Parental Alienation in Child Custody Disputes.” Lapeer County 

Bar Association, 03/20/97. 
• “Change of Domicile in Divorce: What is in the Child’s Best Interest?” Michigan Inter-

Professional Association, 02/06/97. 
• “Improving Communication with Ex-Spouses & Children.” Oakland County S.M.I.L.E. 

Program, 10/14/96. 



• “Providing Therapy to Medical Patients with Acute & Chronic Physical Illnesses.” William 
Beaumont Hospital, 11/06/95. 

• “Adolescent Drug & Alcohol Abuse.” Farmington High School, 03/27/95. 
• “Improving Communication with Ex-Spouses & Children.” Oakland County S.M.I.L.E. 

Program, 03/20/95. 
• “Psychological Testing in Forensic Practice.” Wayne State University, School of Law, 

10/17/94. 
• “Improving Communication with Children.” Birney Middle School, 03/19/94. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 
 

• American Psychological Association, 1988 - present. 
• Society for Personality Assessment, 02/90 - present. 
• Michigan Psychological Association, 03/93 - present. 
• Michigan Inter-Professional Association, 08/94 – present. 
• Michigan Society of Forensic Psychology, 09/94 –12/00. 
• Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, 02/99 – present. 
• Psychologists for Social Responsibility, 01/02 – 12/02. 
• The International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, 10/06 – present. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 

• Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (2007) Meet Your Family Psychologist: The Roles of a 
Psychologist in Divorce. Michigan Family Law Journal, Special Edition, 28-30. 

• Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (2006). How to Prepare Your Client for a Child Custody 
Evaluation. Michigan Family Law Journal, Special Edition, 55-57. 

• Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (2004). Overnights for Young Children. Michigan Family Law 
Journal, Vol. 34, No. 7, 10-11. 

• Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (2003). Assessment of Competency to Stand Trial and Criminal 
Responsibility. Michigan Criminal Law Annual Journal. 24-28. 
michbar.org/criminal/CLA_Assess.pdf 

• Swerdlow-Freed, I. M. & Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (1998). Helping Children Cope with 
Divorce. Michigan Family Law Journal, Vol. 25, No. 2, 10-11. 

• Swerdlow-Freed, D. H. (1995). Factors to Consider in the Selection of a Forensic 
Psychologist. Michigan Bar Journal, Vol. 74, No. 5, 444-446. 

 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICES: 
 

• Past-President, Michigan Psychological Association, 01/03 – 12/03. 
• President, Michigan Psychological Association, 01/02 – 12/02. 
• President-elect, Michigan Psychological Association, 01/01 – 12/01. 
• Chair, Ethics Committee, Michigan Psychological Association, 1/99 - 12/00. 
• Member, Ethics Committee, Michigan Psychological Association, 4/96 – 4/01. 
• Regional Representative, Michigan Psychological Association, 1/95 - 12/97. 

 
 



TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
 

• Adjunct Assistant Professor, Madonna University, Livonia, MI 5/01 – 7/01. 
• Adjunct Faculty, Oakland Community College, Royal Oak, MI. 9/95 – 4/96. 

 
 
LICENSURE: 
 
State of Michigan, No. 6301007849; Issued 5/17/91 
 
 
SPECIALIZED TRAINING IN FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY: 
 
DATE  SUBJECT 
 
12/07/07 THE ETHICS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT IN CLINICAL & FORENSIC 

PRACTICE 
 
09/14/07 JUVENILE COMPETENCE TO STAND TRIAL: LEGAL & CLINICAL ISSUES 
 
11/02/06 WHAT MAKES PSYCHOPATHS 
 
02/10/06 LEGAL & ETHICAL RISKS & RISK MANAGEMENT IN PROFESSIONAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL PRACTICE 
 
05/12/05 RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN MMPI-2 INTERPRETATION 
 
03/26/04 EMPIRICAL FOUNDATIONS & UTILITY OF THE RORSCHACH TEST: FACT & 

FICTION IN THE RECENT CONTROVERSY 
 
10/10/03 ETHICAL DECISION MAKING & RISK MANAGEMENT IN CLINICAL PRACTICE 
 
09/19/03 ASSESSING DISCRIMINATION & HARASSMENT IN EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION 
 
09/18/03 INDEPENDENT PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS IN CIVIL CASES 
 
05/09/03 LEGAL & ETHICAL RISKS & RISK MANAGEMENT IN PROFESSIONAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL PRACTICE 
 
12/06/02 ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING & THE 2002 APA ETHICS CODE: SIGNIFICANCE FOR 

PRACTICING PSYCHOLOGISTS 
 
11/08/02 DIVORCE, CHILDREN’S ADJUSTMENT & CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS: CURRENT 

RESEARCH & IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE 
 
10/03/02 INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEWS OF CHILDREN 
 
12/01/00 LAW & MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
 
10/13/00 CLINICAL & FORENSIC APPLICATIONS OF RORSCHACH ASSESSMENT IN 

DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT PLANNING 
 
05/12/00 SEX & VIOLENCE IN DIVORCING FAMILIES: ASSESSMENT & INTERVENTION 
 



2/17-20/00 ADVANCED FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY PRACTICE: ISSUES AND APPLICATIONS 
 
08/23/99 ADVANCED TOPICS IN CRIMINAL FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY 
 
08/20/99 ADVANCED ISSUES IN CHILD CUSTODY EVALUATIONS 
 
04/16/99 CRIMES: PERPETRATORS AND VICTIMS 
 
05/29/98 THE HIGH CONFLICT DIVORCE AND CHILDREN WHO REFUSE TO VISIT 
 
4/11/97 OLD WHINES IN NEW BATTLES: DEALING WITH HIGH CONFLICT POST-DIVORCE 

COUPLES WITHIN A PARENT-COORDINA TION MODEL 
 
9/20/96 DISTORTION, DECEPTION, & MALINGERING: CHALLENGES FOR CLINICAL & 

FORENSIC PRACTICE 
 
10/26/95 CHILD CUSTODY 
 
5/25-26/95 SEXUAL VIOLENCE: PERPETRATORS & VICTIMS 
 
10/27/94 EVALUATION OF TRUE AND FALSE CHILD SEX ABUSE 
 
6/24-25/94 FORENSIC EVALUATIONS AND FORENSIC APPLICATIONS OF THE MMPI AND 

MMPI-2 
 
5/6/94  THE PSYCHOPATHIC PERSONALITY 
 
5/5/94  ASSESSMENT OF VIOLENCE POTENTIAL 
 
12/3/93  ETHICAL DECISION MAKING IN CLINICAL PRACTICE 
 
9/10/93  SEX OFFENSES: REAL AND IMAGINED 
 
2/20/93  CHILD CUSTODY 
 
2/19/93  FORENSIC ASSESSMENT OF JUVENILES 
 
2/18/93  RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
1/23/93  TRIAL COMPETENCY AND CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
1/21/93  THE ETHICS OF FORENSIC PRACTICE 
 
9/1/92  DANGEROUSNESS AND VIOLENCE 
 
4/26/92  ADVANCED RORSCHACH TUTORIAL 
 
10/19/90 ADVANCED MMPI-2 WORKSHOP 


