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A horse who flees your property puts himself and
others at risk of accident, injury and worse. Here
are more than a dozen ways to Keep him safe and
protect yourself from a possible lawsuit.

By Bob Kingsbery with Joanne Meszoly

Uis the stuff of nightmares: A gate In many states an owner can be

i3 0pen or a section of fence is found neglizgent when a horse gets _
down. The field iz empty. Your loose through an open gate or a poorly E
horses are nowhare in sight, You maintained or inadequate enclosure,

can feel In vour hones that they're  [nsome instances, a horse owner is
headed for trouble, There's a busy road  liable even when an animal does not

near your farm, directly cause an accident. In Hlinais,
Certainly, it is a tragedy for any for example, loose horses were stand-
loose horse to be injured or killed, ing alongside a highway in broad day-
And what of a vehicle, its driver and light. A driver stopped to make sure
the passengers that might also be in- the horses didn't cross the road, and

volved? Or the owner of property dam- his car was rear-ended by another
aged as a resuit of the equine escape? vehicle, The horses’ owners were sued
Dealing with the aftermath of such an for causing the accident.

incident means move than tending to As the boundaries between rural
physical and emotional scars and pe- and suburban communities fade,
placing or repairing property, There is incidents involving horses and cars
also the prospect of a lawsui. are becomning more commonplace,
“Statutes vary from state to state, Ranches and farms are increasingly

even by county, but the trend overtime  syrrounded by development, heighten-
has been to increase the responsibility ing the risk that a loose horse will
toward those keeping livestock,” says find his way onto a busy road. And as
lan Dawson, an attorney who consilte more pecple growv up in urban set-

on equine legal issues and teaches tings, fewer are familiar with livestock.

PHETOILLUSTRATIDR BY GELIA, STRAM, WSGKE PHOTE [HORSE]; SETHERY LAOCASTOCKFHGTO.COre (TRUCE] TIRATHY BDDEII.‘FIH-"ISTDERFHG?CI.CI]M I

equine law at Texas State University. They dorn't know what to do when they
“Liability may come down to whether encaunter a horse on the road, [t's up
or not fences were maintained or to horse owners and horsekeeping
checked regularty, or if the landowner aperations to do everything possible to
knew that the horse was loose, or prevent the animals in their ¢are from
where the horse ended up. Responsi- getting looze and causing an injury,
bility depends on a Jot of factors.” damaging property or worse.
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Around the barn

T-598 PB@4/008 F-143

NO WAY QUT: Securing a barnyard with perimeter fencing can be a
lifesaver, keeping loose horges from venturing off the property.

Foil attempts
to escape

Even if you believe that your proper-
ty iz safe and secure, raview your ran-
agement practices with a critical eve to
see what changes you might make to
hetter protect your horses, Consider
these 12 tips. o

Securely close all doors and
Egates. Simple and obvious ad-
vice? Yes, But the fact is most horses
ascape just by walking through a stall
door or gate that's accidentally heen
left open. Malke a habit of double-
checking that you've closed entryways
and exits each time you use them.
Then verify that they're secure before
leaving the barn, pasture or paddock,
Install devices to thwart
mbreakouts in the barn, Mount
an extra latch on the lower portion of
each stall door, Add a stall guard to
keep a horge from ducking out as you
feed or fill a water bucket, If vou leave
the aisle doors open for airflow, hang
a chain across each jamb or install a
sliding board to prevent a wayward
horse from wandering out of the barn.
Beef up the hardware on field
mand paddock gates. Install a
bolt or bracket above the twp hinge to
prevent a gate from heing lifted off.
(It's surprising what horses can ac-
complish in their idle time.) Consider

i

MAXIMURM SECUBITY: Ing

talling a sliding wooden rail or hanging a chain
af a barn aigle can help contain a horse who escapes from
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replacing an existing latch with one
that engages autoratically when the
Zate swings shut, or choose one that
¢an't easily be opened by a wily horse.

You also can wrap a short length
of chain with a snap around a gate for
additional security. If your fields have
multiple gates, padlock those that hor-
der public roads to prevent a passerby
from opening them.

Enclose your property with a

Eperimeter fence, Essentially
that means surrounding your bujld-
ings, fields and existing fence with, a
single strong barrier, Several strands
of inexpensive electric tape may pre-.
vent a horse from escaping, but a more
solid material —wood, pipe or viny]--
will betrer withstand the force if he's
moving at a frenzied pace,

In cages where cost is prohibitive
orit's necessary to build a perimeter
enclosure a section at a time, start by
fortifying any portion of fence Jine that
borders 4 road. The double protection
here will help to contain a horse who
breaks through the first fence, It also
will slow or halt the progress of a car
that swerves off the road,

Invest in a gated entry. Install
B3 gate at the entrance to your
driveway and open it only to allow
vehicles to pass through. Choose a
hand-operated gate or select an auto-

JULY 2006
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5,

matic model that is triggered bya
sensor. Dawson recommends the [atter
aption. “It's expensiva,” she says, “hut
it can be the best investment you ever
male. It's enly a matter of time before
someone forgets to shuta gate.”
6 Maintain paddock and pasture
W mfences, Most run-of-the-mill
damage is caused by pressure—a
horse leaning on the boards or scrateh-
ing himself on them. A weakened or
damaged fence can't be counted on
to hold any horse. Installing a strand
of electric wire or electric tape on the
inside top rail will encourage equine
occupants to keep their distance.

In addition, walk your fence line
regularly, looking for broken posts,
boards and wires. Use a fence testar
daily to check that electric fencing is
carrying a charge,

“One thing that will help keep
horses in and can infiuence a jury
[should a legal case arise] is keeping
a regular schedule to check your
perimeter fences,” says Dawson. “Do
it the same day of the week, every
week, without fail. Majntain your
fences, and nine times out of 10, they
will keep your horses in,”

Build new fence to code. Before
mchoosing what vou'l! use, famil-
tarize yourself with the legal require-
ments for livestock fencing in your

T-598 PB@5/008 F-143

Gates and fé'ﬁcin'g

WEAR AND TEAR: Over time, exposure
1o the elements can cause fencing
materials to deteriorate, requiring
regular maimenance.

BAMAGE CONTROL: Consider installing

a string of electrified wire acroas the
top of wood fences to discodrage horses
from chewing.
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try to escape, particularly if space is limited.
T
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What insurance

Liahility insucance is intended to cover
claimg of bodily injury or property damage
as a rasult of activities invalving a horge
both on and off your premises. A standard
hameowners insurance policy may cover
horse-reiated damage or claims, but check
with your insurance agent 1o be sure. Mary
will not cover accidents that occur away
from home.

Insusarce policies can be tailored for
parn and farm structures, liability, and care,
custody and control if you ara looking after
norses owned by offiers. Some conpanias
offer private horse owner liability caverage.

P iy LEARN MORE
.. about ingurance, see ‘Got it

Covered?” (EQUUS 309), also available on

ey

—r = i

STORMY WEATHER: If your
horses are easily frightened
hy thunder, lightning, high
wings and/or heavy rains,
bring them in before
thunderstorms arrive.

33 EQLUS 348
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area. Typically, livestock laws require a
minimurn fence height of four to 4 '/
faet, Contact your county agriculture
exlension agent for specific informa-
tion about your locale. If you live with-
in city limits, minimum fence heights
for livestock may be higher
8 Encourage herd harmony.

mlessen the risk of a horse
attempting Lo flee the pasture by
matntaining a stable and happy herd.
Introduce newcomers slowly, turning
them out in a corral with just one other
horse at a time. lntegrate the new
horses into the herd during the day
in a spacious field, where they are [es5
likely to be trapped in a corner by a
dominecring pasturemarte, Time the
introduction so0 it oecurs between
meals to avold aggressive behavior.

Reduce the urge to roam.
mHungry, thirsty or bored horses
may look for ways o escape their enclo-

T-539 FPOP6/B@8 F-148
ruality hay. See that plenty of fresh
water is available. A few paswure oys
can provide diversion. Regular riding
or other frequent exercise will also
help to Keep horses contént.

1 Plan ways to weather

msiorms, Thunder, lightning,
high winds, rain and hail can all
unsectie horsas, making them prone
to panic, When possible, get excitahle
pndividuals inm the barn before bad
weather arrives. However, do nat put
yourself at risk by attempting 1o bring
in horses during a stovr.

Once inclement weather has
passed, inspect your fences and build-
ings for damage, and make whatever
repairs you can, Lightning commenly
causes electric fance chargers to fail.
For safary's sake, refrain from testing
your fence until you are absolutely
certain that a storm has completely
passed and there is no chance of
thunder or lightning.

1 1 Enow your neighbors. In-
miraduce yourself, Give them
your phane aumber and urge them o
eall you if they sec that one of your
horzes is loose, your fence s damaged
ar some other clreumstance may result
in one of your animals escaping. In
addition, contact local law enforcement
with your phone number and a de-
scription of your horses —include
photos, too—to facilitate their iclentifi-
cation should the need arise.
1 Watch for dogs roaming
Ryour property. It's wise to
report strays Lo your ocal animal-
control agency and let neighbors know
when theirdogs are on your proparty.
As several legal cases illustrace, dogs
can spodk horses, causing them to get
free. Even friendly dogs may become
nore aggressive when roaming in a
pack, [t's also possible that your own
dog could chase your horses when
you're out of the vicinity.

Acase in Washington Stata involved
a stray dog thatran a horse anto A
highway, wheve he collided with a car.

iy ozond
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) i
ea y o The occupants sued the horse's owner

MOSQUitOES, I for damages, Because the man had : Reaqy and
Kind to | | once owned a dog that chased the walt|ng

norse, the court ruled he coukd be

A“ima|S. sued because he should have known

that such an episode could occur,

if a horse gets loose

Follow these five tips to recover him
as quickly ag possible and protect
yourself from potential legal agtion.

1. Secure possible escape points
if your horse is within a perimeter
fence. Resist the impulse to immedi-
ately chase or try to catch him. He may
be Inase for a longer time, but he will
he contained an your property.

2. Calt 911 if he has fled the

MNature's biological control to kil
mosquito larvae before they can
become biting, disease-carrying

. premises. Pailure to report the event Keep a halter and iead rope Deside each 2

! can be considered negligent if aloose | stall or paddck or in an equally visivle and £

- @ | horse i i : : F
Mostjuito Dunks® use Mother ‘. horse ig involved in an accident or accessible location in your barn 50 you won't
: g

property damage, Give the police

it ing for if ah
. dispatcher your home and el phone be left scrambling for a epare if 4 horse gets

adults. Simply place Dunks in qumbers and ask him to eall you im- loose, Having the items readily avaifable also
water troughs, ponds, and all | mediately if anyone reports a wayward allows others to use them if your horse
standing water. Mosquito Dunks © horse. Post someone by the home needs to be caught when you're not around.
keep warking for 30 days, and I phone when you leave to search.

thay will not poliute water or harm | It could mean the difference between an

any living creatures except mos- |
guitoes. Also try Mosquito Bits, i

3, Alert your neighbors. Ask them
to be.on the lookout for your horse.

accident or injury and his safe return,

which kill large populations of . They may be able to help you find him. * }
mosquito larvae fast. . 4 Bquip yourself. Before heading  beam before you approach. Most loose :
- out, collect a halter, a lead rope, a horses are nervous and skittish, and ;
Available § . bucket of grain and a flashlight if the last thing you want to do i unin- i
wherever &M : you'll be searching in darkness. If tentionally scare him away.
insect control & . possible, wear white or light-colored 2. Notify police if an accident has
products | clothing that is visible at night. accurred and await their arrival, ;
are sold. § | 5.Think like a horse. Start by Do what's necessary to coniain any
‘ i tracking his hoofprints, If weather or loose horse—shut a gate or temporarily
} terrain makes this impossible, head mend a fance—hut avold moving or %
i toward his most likely destination: changing anything else until the
: Most horses instinctively seek out authorities are on the scene. ;
| & herd, so check nearby barns and In addition, refrain from making ¢
| stables. Neighboring hay fields, ponds  statements about the incident and be
and streams also may tempt him. mindful of other comments, such as d
: . remarks concerning the condition of i
: Whe“ you flnd your fence or the involvement of your ?
B ® : yDur horse horses in previous incidents. In the :
: ‘. i E i i. Calm him before trying to chaotic aftermath of an accident, you “
Ale . | catch him. Talk to him and offsrhima  may say sométhing that could be used f
o W WM ‘ bucket of faed before you attemppt o against vou in a court of law, E
(800) ?27"8664 . put a halter on him, If you are castying In Minnesota, for example, 4 horse ;\
www.summitchemical.com a flashlight, turn it off or lower the broke through a fence and suffered an ?
40 EQUUSE 248 j Cw 3ans é}
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: accident with 4 car; a passenger was
geriously injured. The following day,
the horse's owner tore down the fence,
telling several people, “I never want
this to happen to anyone agafn.” It
was 4 sincere gesture but his corment
later was used against him when he
was sued for negligence.

he best way to protect vour horses

and yourself is to anticipate prob-
leimns that might occur and then take
steps to try to prevent them. Erecting
a closed perimeter fence and main-
taining all fencing on a regular basis
is vital, says Dawson. In court, a jury
may weigh whether an accident was
predictable. “If you can reasonably
foresee an accident accurring, don't
you have a duty to prevent it? she
asks. “There are parts of the country
that may interpret a law more favor-
ably [toward the horse owner], but is
it really worth the risk? You don’t want
to be the test case.” ¥

ope beside each
ually vigible and

JOAREE RESZLLY

1arn 4 you won't
re if a horse gets
dily avaliable also

Hyour horse F

u're not around. :
i JTan Dawson is president of the

h 38 American Association for Horseman-
e return. 4 ship Safety (AAFS). She teaches equine
: ' law at Texas State Undversityin San
Marcos and gserves as a consultant on
kittish, and equine lagal issues, For more informa-
vdo is unin- tion on AAHS, go to wivw.horseman-

ay. shipsafety.com. For inforination on

s hetween an

h. Most loose

accident has 8 equine law and safety issues, go to

ir arrival, [3 hitpy//utopia utexas, edu/explore/
mtain any \ equine/indey.htrnl.

or terpporarily X Bob Kingsbery is an expert consul-
maoving or T Lant on livestock fencing, A resident of
intil the : Frisco, Texas, he conduets seminars on
e, ‘ fencing technology and has provided
im making ' testimony in a nuinber of legal cases
dent and be invelving livestock and fencing. He

Its, such as has contributed o several FQUUS

articles. For more information, ga to
wwiv. FanceExpert.com.
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Finish Line Horse
Products, Inc.”
RN g2¢
www.finishlinehorse.com :
info@finishlinehorse.com. ¢ tha NASC and is proud

Finish Line is an
audited member

Quality...a Family Traditi ~ to display the' seal of quality.
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